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As we reflect on the past year, our annual report
highlights a series of impactful projects within
the criminal justice system, guided by our
strategic plan now in its second year. Despite
being a small research unit, we've made
significant strides in interdisciplinarity,
collaborations, and work with Indigenous
communities, all while maintaining financial and
operational self-sufficiency. These are the
imperatives of our strategic plan.

Our efforts in knowledge translation have
expanded, including a revamped website
featuring short videos on our research and
collaborations. This report showcases the
milestones we've achieved, made possible by the
unwavering support of Vice President Research,
Prof. B. Singh, at the University of Saskatchewan.
It is a joy to work in a place where singular
mindedness to improve funding and research
activities galvanise teams to think beyond
themselves, resulting in the recent
announcement of the highest annual research
funding.

We are renewing key partnerships and research
agreements, notably with the Research and
Implementation Branch (RIB) of the Ministry of
Corrections, Policing and Public Safety. Similarly,
our Memorandum of Agreement with the
Correctional Services of Canada is in the final
stages of the renewal process. This fruitful
relationship entered its fifteenth year with
identification of innovative areas to expand our
expertise and support the services. 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
The completion of several innovative work with
the Correctional Services of Canada, for example
the use of traditional medicine and traditional
healers, has been exciting and eye opening.
Anywhere this topic is presented, the value of
collaboration is acknowledged. I am indeed
grateful to the Advisory Board that continues to
support these initiatives and provide oversight to
our trajectory. The Advisory Board meetings
provide the avenue to exchange ideas and share
meaningful outcomes with multiple partners. I
want to heartily welcome our new members of
the Advisory Board (Kathy Neil, the Deputy
Director of Indigenous Corrections and Dr. Dena
Derkzen, Senior Research Manager), both with
the Correctional Services of Canada.

Our internal collaborators and the forensic
research team led by Dr. Lisa Jewell have been
instrumental in our continued success. With their
support and guidance, important and far-
reaching work has steadily been initiated and
completed. I'm grateful for their dedication and
service to our university academy. 

Our team of researchers comprising of Drs Bryce
Stoliker, Christie Tetreault, and Renata Roma has
been outstanding, successful and demonstrated
cooperative work. Dr. Laleh Dadgardoust
completed part of her two years post-doctoral
fellowship training to assume new challenges. I
am grateful to all the team members and to
Lilani Samarakoon, our able coordinator who
keeps the Centre financially accountable and
functional. We were able to recruit several
students at various times of the year to learn and
participate in forensic research.

In closing, I invite you to explore our website
https://cfbsjs.usask.ca/ to learn more about our
research initiatives aimed at improving lives,
preventing victimization, and promoting well-
being.

Dr Mansfield Mela
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The Centre for Forensic Behavioural Science and Justice Studies was established at the University of
Saskatchewan in 2011 to foster interdisciplinary research, education and community engagement
related to crime, justice and corrections. The Centre draws on a wealth of expertise spread across the
Colleges of Arts and Science, Law, Medicine, and Nursing, and partnerships with the Correctional Service
Canada and the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety. The Centre is a
gateway to information, knowledge and inquiry into the vast and multifaceted social, justice, and
health-related issues that impact the criminal justice system and that influence the care, treatment, and
rehabilitation of justice-involved populations, including but not limited to, Indigenous peoples, women,
and youth.

WHO WE ARE

Dr. Mansfield Mela, Director of the CFBSJS and Professor, Department of Psychiatry, University of
Saskatchewan/Forensic Psychiatrist, Regional Psychiatric Centre, Saskatoon. Dr. Mela’s research
focuses on biopsychosocial aspects of forensic mental health, with specific interests in the areas of
fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, forgiveness, spirituality, and ADHD. He brings a clinical perspective
and helps guide the idea of utilizing knowledge from research in conjunction with other individuals’
contribution to achieving evidence-based practice. 

Dr. Lisa Jewell, B.Sc. (Hon.) Psychology, M.A. and Ph.D. in Applied Social Psychology, joined the
Centre as a Research Officer in 2013 and is currently the Research Associate. Dr. Jewell has over 18
years of experience with research and program evaluation and is a credentialed evaluator through
the Canadian Evaluation Society. She specializes in evaluating programs operating within the
criminal justice system, including those offered by corrections, police, the judiciary, and community-
based organizations. Dr. Jewell is the lead researcher of numerous Centre projects.

Dr. Bryce Stoliker joined the Centre in 2020 as a Postdoctoral Fellow and is now a Research Officer.
He holds a B.A. (Hons.) double major in Psychology with Thesis & Criminology, an M.A. in Sociology,
and a Ph.D. in Criminology. He is generally interested in epidemiological criminology and the
intersection of persons with mental illness at various levels of the criminal justice system (especially
policing and corrections). His research aims to incorporate both psychological and sociological
perspectives to improve insight into various topics and issues concerning the criminal justice
system, especially as it relates to the well-being of victims and offender behaviour. Most recently, he
has focused research efforts on suicide among incarcerated offenders. His research also aims to
incorporate perspectives on gender, aging, and race/ethnicity. He previously held a research
position at the Justice Institute of British Columbia.

Centre Staff

Page 03 



WHO WE ARE

Dr. Christie Tetreault BA (Hon) History, BA (Classics), BA (Psychology), MSc and PhD Psychology,
joined the Centre as a Postdoctoral Fellow in 2023. Christie has over 25 years' experience in
academic writing and editing. Christie has been an adjunct lecturer in social and forensic
psychology and research methods and advanced statistics. Her research has focused on resilience
and susceptibility to extremism (e.g., state-sponsored extremism, miliary massacre, genocide) and
interpersonal violence. She has a special interest in aggression, group dynamics, and individual
differences to inform evidence-based interventions.

Dr. Renata Roma, B.Sc. (Hon.), M.A. in Psychology, and Ph.D. in Child and Youth Studies, joined
the Centre as a Postdoctoral Fellow in 2023. Dr. Roma has 10 years of experience with research,
and her main interests are in animal-assisted interventions, mental health and well-being among
young people. Through her research, Dr. Roma aims to offer a more nuanced perspective of pet
ownership among marginalized populations and explore the benefits of human-animal
interactions in social contexts related to rehabilitation. She is also involved in Centre projects
associated with First Nations and policing services. 

Lilani Samarakoon, the Centre's Coordinator, provides management, research, and administrative
support for all of the Centre's activities. She received her B.Sc. (2005) and M.Sc. (2008) from the
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. Lilani completed her M.Sc in Agricultural Economics with the
University of Saskatchewan in 2013. Since, 2014 Lilani worked in the non-profit sector including a
role involved in financial management and reporting on funded sub-projects through funding
provided by the Government of Canada.

Arisha Jamil Ahmad, the Centre's Marketing Assistant, oversees various marketing functions,
including managing the website, executing social media marketing strategies, creating videos,
and enhancing user experience. Currently, an MPA student at the University of Saskatchewan,
Arisha's professional and academic background in digital marketing enables her to tailor
campaigns that resonate with diverse audiences. Her commitment to staying up-to-date with the
latest marketing trends ensures that the Centre remains at the forefront of community
engagement.
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Dr. Ashmini Kerodal, B.Sc. in Management Studies, M.Sc. in Criminology and Criminal Justice, and
Ph.D. in Criminal Justice, joined the Centre in 2018 as a Postdoctoral Fellow and served in the role
until June 2020. Dr. Kerodal’s research utilizes complex data management and statistical analysis
to study far-right extremism and hate crimes, evaluate criminal justice programs, validate and
reduce racial disparities in risk assessment instruments, and develop strategies to reduce the use
of jail and pretrial detention on low-risk populations. 

Dr. Davut Akca, B.A. Criminal Justice, M.A. Criminology, Ph.D. Forensic Psychology, joined the
Centre as a Research Officer in 2019. Dr. Akca’s research interests fall within the domains of
investigative interviewing, risk terrains of criminal events and crime mapping, radicalization,
Islamophobia, hate crimes, and criminal network analysis. Before his graduate studies, he served
as a ranked police officer and crime analyst in the Anti-Organized Crimes Department of the
Turkish National Police for five years.

Dr. Chad Nilson, B.S. and M.A. in Criminal Justice, M.S. and Ph.D. in Political Science, joined the
Centre as the Inaugural Research Fellow for 2012-2015. As a consultant, he is actively involved in a
number of the Centre’s research and evaluation activities, including the development of process
and output indicators for the Community Mobilization initiative in Prince Albert and
Saskatchewan’s Building Partnerships to Reduce Crime strategy. Dr. Nilson has a diverse history of
research, evaluation and program development for federal, provincial and First Nations
government.

Centre Consultants

Centre Members
Centre members are recruited from faculty and/or other researchers within the University of
Saskatchewan community who are actively involved in justice and forensic-related research and
practice. Government and community partners are also welcome to hold Centre membership and
participate in Centre activities and events, although only University of Saskatchewan faculty are able
to elect members and hold positions on the Centre’s Executive Committee.

The Centre is proudly comprised of faculty members representing the Departments of Psychology,
Sociology, Computer Science, Indigenous Studies (College of Arts and Science), and the Colleges of
Law, Medicine, and Nursing, as well as community members who have ties to the University of
Saskatchewan. The breadth of its membership is a testament to the vast array of expertise that exists
at the University of Saskatchewan and in the community and to the strong potential for meaningful
interdisciplinary engagement and collaboration. Information about faculty and community members
can be found HERE. 

WHO WE ARE
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The Centre’s Executive Committee consists of the Director and faculty representatives elected from
and by the Centre’s faculty membership. The Executive Committee works with the Director to develop
and implement strategies to foster interdisciplinary research, promote public awareness, engage
external partners, encourage faculty and student involvement, as well as to approve processes related
to internal programs and oversee the Centre’s budget and finances. Current Executive Committee
members include:

Professor Heather Heavin BSc, LLB, LLM, College of Law.
Heather Heavin, Associate Professor, is the Associate Dean Research and Graduate Studies at the
College of Law, University of Saskatchewan. She received her B.Sc. (1992) and LL.B. (1996) from the
University of Saskatchewan and LL.M (2003) from Harvard University. Prior to joining the University of
Saskatchewan, Heather clerked to Chief Justice Bayda of the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal (1997) and
practiced law in Regina (1997-2002). She has taught and researched in the areas of international trade,
interprovincial trade and business law. Currently, she is collaborating on a new area of research with
Michaela Keet (College of Law) in the area of dispute resolution, with an emphasis on applying new
methods of risk evaluation and case analysis to resolve legal disputes.

Dr. Phil Woods PhD, College of Nursing
Dr. Phil Woods, Associate Dean of Research, Innovation and Global Initiatives and Professor, College of
Nursing has extensive experience in collaborative research in forensic mental health. He was co-
Principal Investigator on a large multi-site European Union (EU) funded project on risk assessment. His
specific interests are in risk assessment and management, violence prediction, and development of
forensic mental health practice. He has expertise in quantitative research and systematic literature
reviews.

Dr. Vivian R. Ramsden RN, BSN, MS, PhD, MCFP (Hon.), College of Medicine. 
Dr. Vivian R. Ramsden, a Registered Nurse, is Professor & Director of the Research Division, Department
of Academic Family Medicine, College of Medicine, University of Saskatchewan. Her background spans
both critical care in acute care settings and primary health care in urban, rural, First Nations and
international communities. Dr. Ramsden is a passionate advocate for participatory health research;
thus, her research interests are in: participatory health research and evaluation; primary health care;
mixed methods; and, prevention & management of chronic diseases.

Dr. Raymond Spiteri BSc (Hons), PhD, Computer Science, College of Arts & Science.
Professor Spiteri obtained a Ph.D. from UBC in Mathematics (Institute of Applied Mathematics) in 1997.
He obtained a B.Sc. (Hons.) in Applied Mathematics (Theoretical Physics) from UWO in 1990. His areas of
research are numerical analysis, scientific computing, and high-performance computing. As a
numerical analyst, he has been afforded the luxury of being able to be an equal opportunity employer.
He actively collaborates with physicists, chemists, geologists, and engineers of various flavours as well
as psychologists, criminologists, and marketers. He also has a long record of industry collaboration with
companies, both large and small. Professor Spiteri is also the President-Elect of the Canadian Applied
and Industrial Mathematics Society. He was Principal Investigator for Saskatchewan and member of the
Executive Committee for the WestGrid High-Performance Computing Consortium from 2005 to 2014.
He held the position of Mitacs Regional Scientific Director for Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba
from 2008 to 2012. He was also a Mitacs Project Leader from 2004 to 2012.

Executive Commitee WHO WE ARE
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Established during 2011-12, the Centre’s Advisory Board consists of invited University and non-
University representatives and is Chaired by the Vice-Dean, Research, Scholarly and Artistic Works,
College of Arts and Science, as designate of the Vice-President Research, University of
Saskatchewan. The Board provides input and advice on a range of issues fundamental to the long-
term viability of the Centre, including but not limited to research and programming initiatives,
policies and partnerships.

Board members include:

Dr. Bram Noble (Chair) Vice-Dean Research, Scholarly and Artistic Works, College of Arts and

Science

1.

Dr. Marek Radomski, Vice-Dean Research, College of Medicine2.

Dr. Olajide Adelugba, Psychiatrist and Clinical Director, Regional Hospital, Regional Psychiatric

Centre (Prairies), Correctional Service Canada

3.

Mr. Scott Harron, Executive Director, Research and Implementation Branch, Ministry of Justice

and Attorney General, Government of Saskatchewan

4.

TBA, City of Saskatoon5.

Dr. Leslie Anne Keown, A/Senior Research Manager, Research Branch, NHQ, CSC6.

Mr. Eric Michael, Acting Executive Director, Willow Cree Healing Lodge7.

Sgt. Nick Smyth, Manager, Regina Violent Crime Analysis Sections, RCMP F Division8.

Advisory Board
WHO WE ARE
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The Centre seeks to foster and facilitate interdisciplinary collaboration across three domains: 

Training Manual for Community Consultative Groups Project meeting - Members of

Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety and CFBSJS

Research and

Evaluation

WHAT WE DO

Research & Implementation Branch Student Networking Event

Education and

Training

Violence & Aggression Symposium -2024 Planning Committee

Community

Engagement 

A summary of Centre activities over the past year within each of these domains is provided in the

following sections. 
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Project StatusDescription

Predictability of
Screening Tools for
the Assessment and
Diagnosis of
Dementia among
Older Persons in
Custody

This project constitutes Phase Two of
a previous study conducted by
CFBSJS, which examined the
prevalence of dementia among older
persons in custody at the Regional
Psychiatric Centre (RPC), as well as
the discharge needs of older people in
custody reintegrating into the
community. Phase Two seeks to
enhance the evidence-base for
cognitive screening tools used within
correctional settings for the purposes
of assessing and diagnosing dementia
among older persons in custody. The
second phase also takes place at RPC
and involves the use of two screening
tools (the Community Screening
Instrument for Dementia and the
Canadian Indigenous Cognitive
Assessment) to identify the feasibility
and predictability of these tools as a
pre-screening assessment for
dementia. Predictability is examined
based on a formal dementia diagnosis
by a Geriatrician.  

The project commenced in the
summer of 2023, with data
collection occurring in the first
half of 2024. As of July 2024,
data collection is almost
complete. Data analysis and
report writing will commence in
August 2024.
Efforts to disseminate project
updates/findings through
publications and conference
presentations are ongoing. At
present, one manuscript related
to the project topic (i.e., a
systematic literature review)
was submitted for publication.
Updates on the project and its
progress have been presented
at four conferences/gatherings

Projects Sponsored by Correctional Service Canada (CSC)

Research and Evaluation

Supporting
Adherence to
Medication in
Correctional
Settings: A
Systematic
Literature Review 

The major focus of this project is to
undertake a systematic literature
review to identify existing research on
the topic of medication diversion and
adherence within correctional
settings to synthesize findings as it
relates to (1) factors that contribute to
medication diversion and (2) health-

The project commenced in
January 2024. The literature
search and screening are
ongoing.
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Project StatusDescription

Projects Sponsored by Correctional Service Canada (CSC)

Research and Evaluation

centered strategies or interventions
that aim to promote medication
adherence. The project aims to gather
a better understanding as to the
factors that contribute to people in
custody inappropriately using and/or
trading prescription medication (i.e.,
medication diversion), as well as the
strategies or interventions that have
been put in place to address this issue
(i.e., medication adherence).

Evaluation of the
Okimaw Ohci Healing
Lodge Traditional
Healer/Medicine
Program 

This project focused on evaluating the
Okimaw Ohci Healing Lodge (OOHL)
Traditional Healer/Medicine Program,
which is a one-of-a-kind program
designed to provide federally
sentenced Indigenous (and non-
Indigenous) women at OOHL with a
culturally safe Indigenous-based
health services option delivered by a
professional Traditional Healing Team
(i.e., Traditional Healers). The
Traditional Healer/Medicine Program
aims to provide connection to culture,
as well as enhance physical, mental,
and spiritual health of residents
(through traditional medicine and
healing practices). The CFBSJS
conducted a multi-phased evaluation
focused on assessing the program’s
implementation, delivery, and
outcomes.

In 2022-2023, the second, and
final, phase of this evaluation
was completed. The full report
was finalized in June 2023. 
Efforts to disseminate
evaluation findings through
publications and conference
presentations are ongoing. At
present, findings were
presented at one conference in
September 2023, with plans to
present at another conference
in October 2024. The
manuscript is currently being
drafted for publication.
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Project StatusDescription

Projects Sponsored by the Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public
Safety, Government of Saskatchewan

Research and Evaluation

Readiness to Change
Among Justice-
Involved Individuals: A
Literature Review

In this literature review, the CFBSJS
examined: (a) Western conceptions of
readiness to change and related
models that may be used with justice-
involved individuals within
correctional and community settings;
and (b) Indigenous perspectives of
change, including the historical and
ongoing colonization of Indigenous
peoples in Canada and Indigenous
worldviews, models, and theories that
articulate processes of change and
growth. The objective of the literature
review was to further inform the
Ministry’s evidenced-based practices
in the areas of rehabilitation and
reintegration.

A presentation to the Ministry
of Corrections, Policing and
Public Safety was delivered on
June 23, 2023. The final report
was completed on July 18,
2023.

In-Kind Supports
for First Nations
Policing

In Canada, First Nations policing
services are supported through the
First Nations and Inuit Policing
Program (FNIPP). In addition to the
direct costs associated with First
Nations policing (which are covered
through the FNIPP), there are also
hidden costs or in-kind supports
associated with the implementation
of effective policing services. In this
project, the CFBSJS develop a
catalogue of the in-kind supports and
services the Government of
Saskatchewan and other
organizations within Saskatchewan
contribute to support First Nations
policing.

A presentation to the Ministry
of Corrections, Policing and
Public Safety was delivered
on December 12, 2023. The
final report was completed
on December 15, 2023.
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Project StatusDescription

Projects Sponsored by the Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public
Safety, Government of Saskatchewan Continued﻿.

Training Manual for
Community
Consultative Groups 

First Nations who enter into a
Community Tripartite Agreement for
First Nations policing services in
Saskatchewan have the opportunity
to establish a Community
Consultative Group (CCG). CCGs are
comprised of members of the First
Nation community and have a
mandate to identify and advocate for
their community’s policing priorities,
as well as to promote dialogue and
communication between the RCMP
and the community. The CFBSJS is
developing a training manual
outlining the various aspects of CCGs
to support the training of CCG
members in Saskatchewan.

The development of the
Training Manual was ongoing
at the end of the 2023-24 fiscal
period.

īkwēskīcik iskwēwak
Evaluation

In 2022, the Ministry established a
three-year pilot program, known as
īkwēskīcik iskwēwak and delivered by
Saskatoon Tribal Council, intended to
aid in community reintegration and
reduce returns to custody for women
involved in the criminal justice system
by providing access to necessary
supports and services at the point of
release. The CFBSJS is conducting a
multi-year evaluation of the pilot
program. In 2023-24, it examined the
initial implementation and delivery of
īkwēskīcik iskwēwak during its first
nine months of operation. 

The īkwēskīcik iskwēwak Year 1
Evaluation Report was
completed on April 11, 2024. 

Research and Evaluation
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Project StatusDescription

Additional Projects Undertaken by the CFBSJS 

Research and Evaluation

Status

Legal Information for
Indigenous Peoples
and Communities in
Saskatchewan: Needs
Assessment & Gender-
Based Analysis Plus
(GBA+) 

The CFBSJS was contracted by the
Public Legal Education Association of
Saskatchewan (PLEA) to conduct a
needs assessment and gender-based
analysis plus (GBA+) to provide PLEA
with a greater understanding of the
legal barriers, needs, and priorities of
Indigenous communities in
Saskatchewan. In turn, PLEA will be
using these findings to inform the
development of culturally relevant
strategies (e.g., information
resources) aimed at increasing
access to justice for Indigenous
communities in Saskatchewan. 

This project was completed
in January 2024. 
A report was provided to the
study funder (PLEA), which
highlighted main findings to
inform the next phase of the
project to be completed by
PLEA.  

Saskatchewan
Hospital North
Battleford Suicide and
Self-Harm Study

This project was conducted in
partnership with Saskatchewan
Hospital North Battleford, which is an
integrated mental health and
correctional facility that provides
short-term and long-term
rehabilitative psychiatric services to
men and women across the province.
The study consisted of reviewing
paper and electronic medical records
of 183 patients residing in, or admitted
to, both the secure correctional units
or community-based units between
April and December, 2021 to identify
the prevalence of suicide and self-
harm thoughts and behaviour, as well
as relevant correlates of suicidality
and self-harm.

This project was completed
in August 2022. 
Efforts to disseminate study
findings has resulted in two
conference presentations
and one publication in a
peer-reviewed journal.
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Additional Projects Undertaken by the CFBSJS 

Profiling SK Homicide
Cases

This study examines homicide cases
in Saskatchewan over the past 10
years through the Canadian Legal
Information Institute (CanLII)
database, coding for case, perpetrator,
and victim characteristics. The
purpose is to identify notable trends
across cases during the period
examined.

This project was ongoing at
the end of the 2023-24 fiscal
period.

Research and Evaluation

Project Description Status

Data Review and
Program Evaluation of
the Saskatoon Fire
Department’s
Inadequate Housing
Initiative 

The CFBSJS was asked to undertake
an evaluation of the Saskatoon Fire
Department’s (SFD) Inadequate
Housing Initiative. Since 2016, the SFD
has experienced an increase in calls
for service involving unhoused people,
which led to the development of the
Inadequate Housing Initiative in 2021.
The initiative has the mandate to
manage bylaw compliance for fires
and housing structures, as well as
connect unhoused persons with
necessary social and health services.
This project aims to evaluate the
Inadequate Housing Initiative, with
particular focus on (1) reviewing and
analyzing existing program data and
data collection practices, and (2)
examining program delivery and
outcomes. 

The partnership began in
2023 and the project
officially commenced in
2024. At present, project
activities are ongoing with
the first stage focused on
the data analysis and review.
This project received
funding from the Research
Junction Development
Grant competition in June
2024. 
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Technical Reports:

Jewell, L. M., Roma, R., & Stoliker, B. (2023). In-kind supports for First Nations policing in
Saskatchewan. Centre for Forensic Behavioural Science and Justice Studies—University of
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK. (Report prepared for the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections,
Policing and Public Safety.)

Jewell, L. M., & Stoliker, B. (2023). First Nations Community Safety Officer program: Program
logic model, performance measurement framework, and evaluation plan. Centre for Forensic
Behavioural Science and Justice Studies—University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK. (Report
prepared for the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety.)

Jewell, L. M., & Stoliker, B. (2024). An evaluation of īkwēskīcik iskwēwak: Year 1 report. Centre
for Forensic Behavioural Science and Justice Studies—University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon,
SK. (Report prepared for the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public
Safety.) Technically completed on April 11, 2024

Jewell, L. M., Stoliker, B., Tetreault, C., & Dadgardoust, L. (2023). Saskatchewan Gang Violence
Reduction Strategy (GVRS) outcome evaluation. Centre for Forensic Behavioural Science and
Justice Studies—University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK. (Report prepared for the
Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety.)

Olsen, L., Culbertson, K., Jewell, L. M., Varsanyi, S., & Stoliker, B. (2023). Readiness to change
among justice-involved individuals: A literature review. Centre for Forensic Behavioural
Science and Justice Studies—University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK. (Report prepared for
the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety.)

Stoliker, B., Jewell, L. M., & Mela, M. (2023). Evaluation of the Okimaw Ohci Healing Lodge
Traditional Healer/Medicine Program: Final Report. Centre for Forensic Behavioural Science
and Justice Studies—University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK. (Report prepared for
Correctional Service Canada.)

Stoliker, B., Pratchler, D., & Jewell, L. M. (2024). Legal information for Indigenous peoples and
communities in Saskatchewan: Needs assessment & gender-based analysis plus (GBA+).
Centre for Forensic Behavioural Science and Justice Studies—University of Saskatchewan,
Saskatoon, SK. (Report prepared for Public Legal Education Association of Saskatchewan.)

TECHNICAL REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 2023-24
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Publications:

Dutton, D. & Tetreault, C. (2023). Perceptions of Female Offenders of Interpersonal
Violence. In B. Russell and C. Torres (Eds). Perceptions of Female Offenders: How
stereotypes and social norms affect criminal justice response. (2nd Ed.) Springer Nature.
(Book Chapter)

Loewen Walker, R., & Stoliker, B. E. (2023). Is human rights policy enough? Examining Bill
C-16’s impact on trans people in custody and the continued toll of failing to uphold
policy changes [Manuscript submitted for publication]. Centre for Forensic Behavioural
Science and Justice Studies, University of Saskatchewan.

Stoliker, B. E., Jewell, L. M., Lowenberger, B., & Heavin, H. (in press). Reducing the “justice
gap” through data for systemic change: Using multiple perspective legal needs surveys
to improve person-centered justice. Canadian Journal of Law and Society.

Stoliker, B. E., Wangler, H., Abderhalden, F. P., & Jewell, L. M. (2023). Lifetime and jail-
specific suicidal ideation: Prevalence and correlates in a sample of people in jail in the
United States. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology.
Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X231170112
 
 Tetreault, C., & Sarma, K. M. (2023). The morality behind supporting crowdfunding
campaigns for eco-hacktivists. Deviant Behavior, 1-21.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2023.2260533

Zidenberg, A. M., Jewell, L. M., Mathias, K., & Luther, G. (2024). Professionals’ perceptions
of the Saskatoon Mental Health Strategy (MHS) Court: A qualitative analysis. Psychiatry,
Psychology, and Law. DOI: 10.1080/13218719.2024.2330048
 

 
 

TECHNICAL REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 2023-24
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Education and Training
Graduate Student Research Awards

The Centre for Forensic Behavioural Science and Justice Studies provides support for University of

Saskatchewan graduate students who's academic and/or research interests pertain to the areas of crime,

justice, and corrections. Project-specific funding helps student researchers cover the direct cost of

research activities. 

The Centre for Forensic Behavioural Science and Justice Studies opened the call for graduate student

research awards in January 2023, and closed the call in March 2023. Four graduate student applications

were fully funded through this round of funding.

Pam Buttinger, InterD - Effective Intervention with Incarcerated and Criminal Justice-Involved Adults

with FASD.

Devin Pratchler, Sociology - Conditional Release, Administration of Justice Charges and Risk

Management.

Jo Termeer, Clinical Psychology - Dynamic Assessment of Risk and Protective Factors for Youth with

Sexual Offenses.

Sasheen Horse, Clinical Psychology - Study 1: Scoping Review of Culturally Appropriate TF-CBT, Study

2: Indigenous Perspectives on CBT & Other Healing for Youth Trauma.

Postgraduate Degree Specialization Certificate in Corrections

In collaboration with the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety, the Centre

established a Postgraduate Degree Specialization Certificate in Corrections at the University of

Saskatchewan in 2012. Targeted to senior managers employed in the field of corrections, this two-year

applied training program emphasizes advanced knowledge and professional skill development and

evidence-based practice in the areas of offender assessment, case management, clinical supervision,

program evaluation and research. Program instruction is shared by Senior Clinical Directors from the

Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety, as Professional Affiliates of the Department of

Psychology.   

During the 2023-24 academic year, there were three Clinical Directors registered in coursework.
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Education and Training

Undergraduate and Graduate Research Training in 2023-2024:

During 2023-24, the Centre continued to contribute to the academic and professional training of USask

students by hiring six graduate students and one undergraduate student from multiple disciplines. The

students gained experience with hands-on data collection, analysis and research report writing and

contributed to the successful completion of several Centre projects. 

The Centre also hired two marketing students to implement knowledge translation activities. 

In addition, Post-Doctoral Fellow Dr. Christie Tetreault and the team created a pool of nine graduate and

undergraduate students during 2023-24 that can be drawn upon when the need arises for paid or

volunteer work with the Centre projects. 

Student Supervision in 2023-2024:

Danielle Koole completed her BA & Sc Health Studies Honours Thesis project with the CFBSJS under the

supervision of Dr. Lisa Jewell and Dr.Bryce Stoliker. Her thesis title was “Sexual Orientation Hate Crimes:

Exploring Undergraduate Student Attitudes and Perceptions at the University of Saskatchewan.”

 

Michael Iloabachie completed his Master of Public Health Practicum with the CFBSJS under the

supervision of Dr. Bryce Stoliker and Dr. Lisa Jewell. His project title was “Predictability of Screening Tools

for the Assessment and Diagnosis of Dementia Among Older Persons in Custody at the Regional

Psychiatric Centre.”
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The Centre’s website is a key means of further engaging with the local, national and international
criminal justice and research communities. The website contains information on the Centre
members’ research interests, Centre funding programs, events, past and current projects and
reports, local news stories and links to Centre members’ media presence. 

Please visit our website https://cfbsjs.usask.ca/

The Violence & Aggression Symposium is a biennial conference that has been convening since
1986, bringing together academics, government officials from all levels, and community
representatives, including Indigenous and other community groups/agencies. The Symposium
aims to enhance knowledge and foster partnerships and collaborations to address critical issues
related to violent crime and aggressive behaviour.

The planning activities for the 20th offering of the Symposium happened during the 2023-24 fiscal
year. The event was planned to be held on campus from May 26 to 28, 2024. This exclusively in-
person event, the first since the pandemic, was expected to attract around 200 participants. The
Symposium is primarily funded by our research partners, including the Correctional Service of
Canada, the Research and Implementation Branch of the Ministry of Corrections, Policing and
Public Safety, and the founding colleges of the Centre, namely the College of Law, College of
Nursing, College of Medicine, College of Arts & Science. SGI Canada and Saskatchewan Health
Research Foundation (SHRF) also provided sponsorship of the event. This offering will be fully
reported on in the 2024-25 annual report. 

Centre Website

COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT:

FOSTERING ACADEMIC

AND PUBLIC DIALOGUE

Biennial Violence & Aggression Symposium

(Photos by Matt Smith)
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OUR IMPACT
The Centre's activities target six goals: Interdisciplinarity, Internal and External
Collaborations, Financial and Operational Self-Sufficiency, Work with Indigenous
Communities, Advance Leadership and Reputation, and Storytelling and Knowledge
Translation. Those goals are achieved by following guideposts that are included under
each goal as identified in the Centre’s Strategic Plan.  

The Centre has developed an impact tracking metrics that tracks Centre activities and
categorizes them under matching strategic goals and guideposts from the Centre’s
Strategic Plan.  The following section highlights the Centre activities that were tracked
through our metrics.
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Recognized Leadership
6

Joint Research Projects
3

Increased Involvement
3

The Centre conducted the study "Predictability of Screening Tools for the
Assessment and Diagnosis of Dementia among Older Persons in Custody at the
Regional Psychiatric Centre" in collaboration with the College of Nursing.
The Centre has been working on “ka kwe miskasoh (finding yourself): Breaking
the Cycle” research project in collaboration with a faculty member from the
College of Medicine.
The Centre completed a report entitled “Readiness to Change among Justice-
Involved Individuals: A Literature Review ”with the assistance of graduate
students from the College of Law and Department of Sociology.   

Highlights:

Increased Active Partnerships
5

Research Agreements & Grants
4

Partnerships in Research
2Highlights:

 
The Centre worked with the College of Law and CREATE Justice to disseminate
findings from a Legal Data Scan and Legal Needs Assessment in Saskatchewan. 
The Centre completed a book chapter entitled “Trans and Non-Binary People in
Custody and the Impact of Policy and Practice” in collaboration with
Department of Women’s and Gender Studies and Political Studies.
The Centre completed a report entitled “In-Kind Supports for First Nations
Policing in Saskatchewan” for the Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public
Safety.
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The Centre received funding from Public Legal Education Association of
Saskatchewan (PLEA) to conduct a study on legal information for Indigenous
peoples and communities in Saskatchewan.
The Centre developed a Student Research pool to assist Centre research.

Highlights:
Research Revenue

2

Increased Staff
1

Highlights:
The Centre completed a literature review on Readiness to Change among
Justice-Involved Individuals with a focus on Indigenous worldviews of growth
and development.
The Centre completed a study focused on identifying in-kind supports for First
Nations policing in Saskatchewan.
The Centre completed a study entitled “An Evaluation of the Okimaw Ohci
Healing Lodge Traditional Healer/Medicine Program.”

Increased Engagement of
Indigenous Communities

6

Culturally Responsive
Research Methods

3
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The Centre is developing a Community Consultative Group (CCG) Training
Manual for the Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety that will be
used to support training in First Nations communities in Saskatchewan.
An evaluation assessing the first year of the īkwēskīcik iskwēwak (Turning Their
Lives Around) program has been completed by the Centre for the Ministry of
Corrections, Policing and Public Safety. 
The Centre presented “Suicide/Self-Harm Thoughts and Behaviour: A Review of
Health Records of Adults Receiving Psychiatric Inpatient Services in Canada” at
the 18th Biennial Custody and Caring International Conference on the Nurse’s
Role in the Criminal Justice System in Saskatoon, SK. 
The Centre organized two international talks hosted by the University of
Cumbria in the UK.

Highlights:

Viewed as a Go-To
Resource

11

Growing Leadership
& Recognition

3

Increased Requests
for Information

1

Highlights:
A book chapter was published in a book titled “Perceptions of Female
Offenders: How Stereotypes and Social Norms Affect Criminal Justice
Response.” (2nd Ed.) Springer Nature.
The Centre presented on “Evidence-Informed Practices in Rehabilitation and
Community Reintegration of Justice-Involved Individuals: A Literature Review”
at the 18th Biennial Custody and Caring International Conference on the Nurse’s
Role in the Criminal Justice System in Saskatoon, SK.

Increased Utilization of
Peer-Reviewed Publications

6

Enhanced Reputation
& Recognition

7
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YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS

CFBSJS Website Revamping Research & Implementation Branch Visited CFBSJS

MP Pam Damoff Visited Saskatoon

Research & Implementation Branch visited Saskatoon CFBSJS Visited Regina

(Photo by Lilani Samarakoon -Members of CFBSJS)

(Photo by Dustin Gill -Members of RIB and CFBSJS)(Photo by Lilani Samarakoon -Members of RIB and CFBSJS)

(Photo by Lilani Samarakoon -Members of RIB and CFBSJS)

(Photo by Sara Daniels - MP and Members of CFBSJS)
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Research & Implementation Branch Student

Networking Event
(Photo by Lilani Samarakoon -Members of RIB and CFBSJS and USask

Students)



Highlight 1 Summarize the key points here.
Bullet points help!

FUNDING
Summary of 2022-23 Revenues and Expenditures

The Centre receives financial support through a 5-year Memorandum of Agreement with
the Correctional Service Canada and a 5-year Collaborative Research Agreement with
the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Policing and Public Safety. The Centre
receives various amounts of financial and in-kind support through from the Colleges of
Arts and Science, Law, Medicine, and Nursing. The following table summarizes Centre
revenues and expenditures over the period April 1, 2023 to March 31, 2024.
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We thank you for your continued support and
efforts to contribute to the Centre for Forensic

Behavioural Science and Justice Studies.

Contact

Centre Address: Arts 110A 9 Campus Drive
University of Saskatchewan Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, Canada S7N 5A5
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